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Having a Sense of Purpose
Having a sense of purpose – a reason for being here – has always been a 
linchpin of my faith. But it’s so easy to get bogged down in the day to day 
tasks – the just getting through, isn’t it?

Sometimes going through the motions can be a comforting focus. But 
sometimes the daily drudge can hit you in the face like a hot wind, and you 
can start wondering where on earth your sense of purpose went.

Did it get diluted while you were doing the sixth load of washing for 
the week? Did it slip out when you were emptying the sandpit from the 
children’s shoes?

In Jeremiah 29:11 we read, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”

In my humanity, I have assumed God was talking about the plans he had 
for ME. But in fact, God was speaking to the people of Israel who were 
captive in Babylon. Life was rotten for them, and was going to be for quite 
a while, but God was telling them the plan was bigger than their individual 
desires. God was telling them to hang in there, and to hang in there 
together as a community of faith.

So how can we keep hanging in, when God’s purpose for us seems unclear?

Perhaps, by drawing closer to the community that we are surrounded with. 
By turning to each other and seeking God’s wisdom together. By providing 
encouragement and helping each other to find joy, even when the 
mountain of washing (and sand!) keeps growing. And perhaps, while we’re 
doing this, our sense of purpose might just find its way back to us.

Submitted by Beth Madigan    

Upcoming Events

WEEK 5

THUR 19 AUGUST
• 9:30am School Tour

WEEK 6

MON 23 - FRI 27 AUGUST
• Book Week 

FRI 27 AUGUST
• Book Week Parade

WEEK 7

THUR 2 SEPTEMBER
• Fathers Day Stall

FRI 3 SEPTEMBER
• Premier’s Reading Challenge ends 

WEEK 8

WED 8 SEPTEMBER
• School Tour 6.15pm

FRI 10 SEPTEMBER
• Pupil Free Day

WEEK 9

FRI 17 SEPTEMBER
• Concert Live Performance

WEEK 10

MON 20 - THUR 23 SEPTEMBER
• Concert Live Performances

FRI 24 SEPTEMBER
• Term 3 Concludes- Optional Attendance 
Day 



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Rec Sheedy   

From the Acting Principal
RECEPTION ENROLMENTS
For all current families, please note that we need to 
know immediately if you have any children that are yet 
to be enrolled to start Reception in 2023. This will mean 
that your child is currently three years old. Please call 
the school office this week to speak with Jo Wilson so 
that we can accommodate them. If you have any friends 
or family members who are planning to enrol, please 
also ask them to contact us in the school office as soon 
as possible. We are now about to finalise our list of 
Reception students for 2022. If you have a child due 
to start next year and have not enrolled them, please 
contact Jo at jwilson@stpaulba.sa.edu.au urgently so 
that we can do our best fit your child into our 2022 
Reception classes.

CHAPEL & ASSEMBLY
Reception Gracey will lead us in our first face to 
face assembly for some time on Friday. It is a great 
opportunity for the school community to find out what 
happens in our before and after school care on a daily 
basis. It has been great to celebrate Chapel together 
as a community and the added time together as a 
community in assembly on Friday will be a welcome 
addition to our weekly routines. Just a reminder that 
unfortunately parents are unable to join us at this time 
for these celebrations. However, with concert almost 
upon us, parents will be back in small groups soon to 
enjoy the learning of our students.

PUPIL FREE DAY - FRIDAY 10 SEPTEMBER
Just a reminder that Friday 10 September is a Pupil Free 
Day. SPLASH is available for care on this day. Please 
contact the SPLASH team to secure your place.

OPTIONAL ATTENDANCE DAY FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 
The last Friday of the term will be an optional 
attendance day for all students from Reception to Year 
6. Students who do come to school will be supervised 

in mixed-class groups and will support the concert 
clean-up.

LIVESTREAMING
We will continue to stream school events on Facebook 
until the end of the year. To access the livestream, go 
to the school Facebook page and request to join the 
‘group’. We will be live streaming our popular Book 
Week parade Assembly in Week 6 which will commence 
at 9.00am.

Concert will involve a mix of small live performances 
and one complete live stream this year. Joining this 
Facebook group will be essential to access Concert. 

 Jason Fay |Acting Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
CONNECTED SCHOOLS WORSHIP
On Tuesday 17 August, our Year 6 students and 
teachers joined with their peers from Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School and Golden Grove Lutheran Primary 
School to attend a combined worship service at 
Endeavour College along with their Year 7 students. 
Due to current density requirements, unfortunately our 
Year 4 and 5 students were unable to attend. For more 
information about Connected Schools, please visit www.
connectedschools.com.au

FATHERS DAY STALL
Father’s Day is just two weeks away. St Paul will be 
having a Father’s Day stall on the morning of Thursday 
2 September (Term 3 Week 7) coordinated by Jess Deer 
and our amazing office team. Gifts range from $2.00-
$7.00 and children are able to purchase a maximum 
of 3 gifts. Purchases can be made via the QKR app or 
cash can be brought on the day. The QKR app is now 
open and available for online purchases. At this stage 
we are unable to have volunteers help out, however 
if restrictions lift we will reach out to our amazing 
volunteer team. 

Unfortunately leftover tokens will not be able to be 
refunded, however there will be a variety of $1 gifts 



available to purchase. Any leftover tokens will be 
donated to the Australian Lutheran World Service 
charity.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
We are expecting delivery of our school photos very 
soon. Unfortunately, due to the recent lockdown, there 
has been a slight delay. Thank you for your patience 
and understanding. 
 
Carly Bergen | Wellbeing Leader

From the Education Admin Leader
WAKAKIRRI
Last Thursday night our Year 5 and 6 classes 
represented St Paul at Wakakirri, The Australian 
National Story-Dance Festival for primary and 
Secondary schools. The classes and teachers have 
spent weeks preparing for the event. The performance 
day was spent busily rehearsing and preparing hair and 
make-up before returning to the Entertainment Centre 
and performing on the big stage. We are incredibly 
proud of our children and teachers for the hard work 
and effort that went into their Wakakirri performance. 
It was wonderful experience and one that our children 
are sure to remember! 

Some highlights from our Year 5 & 6 performers:

“I liked that it gave us a chance to collaborate with each 
other and build up our confidence. I don’t usually like 
performing but it was so fun!” Marvy

“We loved being backstage at the Entertainment 
Centre”. Flynn, Lethan, Zain 

“We got really great feedback from the judges, it was 
good to hear that after our rehearsal and performance. 
I liked performing on the night.” Thinara

“I loved how there were other schools there. We got to 
watch their performances. It was so fun.” Gavy

“I liked that we got to be part of something big”. Finn

“My highlight was the pizza dinner! And also performing 
on the night.” Chloe

“I felt like I was on a live TV show and I liked competing 
against other schools and watching them”. Clara

“I liked performing on the night. I was so nervous on the 
stage but afterwards I was really happy. Patrick

“Being on stage was so much fun! I liked having 
everyone yell “Chookas” at us”. Scarlett 

“I enjoyed getting to chill with friends and then getting 
to perform with my friends at school and on the night. 
We got great feedback from the judges”. Emily

To further celebrate the achievements of the St Paul 
Wakakirri Team, they have also received the following 
awards:

Story Award: Outstanding Mental Health Story Award!

Our performance and production awards highlighting 
the top 5 areas of our story;

   - Excellent lead cast

   - Well-Rehearsed performance

   - Excellent ensemble

   - Excellent theme/concept

   - Excellent supporting cast

As well as an award on the night for excellent public 
speaking from our wonderful student speakers. 

Congratulations to everyone involved. We thank 
the Year 5 & 6 Teachers, volunteers and of course 
our fabulous Mrs Janetzki for all the hard work and 
dedication to get the children and production ready 
for the performance night. We appreciate your efforts. 
To our stars of the show; the Year 5 and 6 classes, well 
done on your amazing performance! You should be 
very proud. 

CONCERT FOR YEARS 1-4
Term 3 is a wonderful time to celebrate Performing 
Arts at St Paul! It’s now time for us to turn our focus to 
Concert for our Years 1-4 classes.



This year, we are organising our Concert to be available 
for families to view in two formats. You will have the 
opportunity to watch a filmed recording of the entire 
concert as well as a live performance of your child’s 
class on their performance day. 

The recorded Concert will be shared with families 
ahead of the live performance dates to share the full 
storyline. The live performances will be held in the Hall 
after the afternoon break at approximately 2pm. Each 
class will perform with one other class to allow us to 
follow our capacity limits. Bookings information will be 
available in next week’s Inspire.

Live performance afternoons schedule:

• Friday 17/9: 4 Lethborg, 4 Woodward 
• Monday 20/9: 1 Fisher, 1 Bakewell  
• Tuesday 21/9: 2 Tew/Miegel, 2 Voigt 
• Wednesday 22/9:3 Fyffe, 3 Burgan   
• Thursday 23/9:3 Baldock, 4 Nicholls  (Closing Chapel 
will be held at 9am) 
(Optional Attendance Day Friday 24 September- Last 
day of Term 3)

To find out more about Bookings and specific times- 
watch this space in Inspire next week.

LIVESTREAMING OF CHAPELS AND ASSEMBLIES
Did you know that you could watch Chapels and 
Assemblies from home? Due to current restrictions, 
we are unable to invite families to attend Chapel and 
Assemblies on site. To make sure you can still celebrate 
with us, we will be share a livestream of Chapel and 
Assembly each week on our St Paul Lutheran School 
Facebook page. To view livestreamed Chapel and 
Assemblies each week you can join our closed group 
‘St Paul Lutheran School Blair Athol Live Streaming’ 
through our school Facebook page. Each week we will 
share a live video of Chapel (9am Wednesdays) and 
Assembly (9am most Fridays.) If you miss the livestream, 
you can always hop onto the closed group to view the 
recording at a time that suits you.

WEDNESDAY CHAPELS
Thank you to Pastor Matt for leading us this morning 
with his Chapel on The Burning Bush and signs of God.  
It was great to be able to worship and sing together 
again.

Upcoming Term 3 Chapels are:

Week 6 (25/8) Miss Bartlett The Plagues of Egypt Part 1

Week 7 (1/9) Year 4 Woodward The Plagues of Egypt 
Part 2

Week 8 (8/9) Seniors Exodus and parting the Red Sea

Week 9 (15/9) Endeavour Chaplain- Eve Mount Sinai 
and the Ten Commandments 

Week 10 (23/9) Pastor Matt Bishop Gratitude for God. 

**Please note, Closing Chapel will be on Thursday 
morning at 9am**

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY
Upcoming Assembly hosts for Term 3 are:

Week 5 (20/8) Reception Gracey

Week 6 (27/8) Book Week Assembly & Costume Parade

Week 7 No Assembly (Concert preparation)

Week 8 No Assembly (Concert preparation)

Week 9 No Assembly (Concert performances)

Week 10 No Assembly (Concert performances)

Jessica Robinson | Education Administration Leader



General News
BOOK WEEK COMPETITION 
We are running two fun Book Week competitions for 
students this year. Students in Yrs Reception to 2 can 
take part in our colouring competition and students in 
Yrs 3 to 6 can get really creative with our Dangerous 
Animal Encyclopaedia competition. Entries for both 
competitions are due on Monday 23rd August. There 
will be a small prize awarded to each class.

BOOK SWAP
Students are welcome to start bringing in books for the 
Book Swap next Wednesday. Please bring the books 
directly to me in the library. The last day to hand in 
books is Tuesday 24th August. 

Wendy McLeod | Librarian

SRC
Hopefully you are hearing about the Kimochis® from 
your child...we sure hope so! Ask your child to describe 
the Kimochis® characters. Have fun and consider 
together which Kimochis® character you might think 
each family member is the most like and why. This 
discussion can help all family members understand 
how they “come across” to others. As your child learns 
more about him/herself and others, you can have 
rich discussions about personality and temperament 
and how to use effective tools to improve social 
relationships. The Kimochis® characters can be a 
safe, third party to help children consider their own 
personality and temperament. They can also help 
children learn about others so that we all can treat each 
other with patience, acceptance, tolerance, kindness 
and compassion. 

Kimochis® Family Challenge: Make a point of sharing 
how you feel unique or different and how you have 
embraced this as something special. At mealtime or in 
the car, talk about how you admire people you know 
that have differences or challenges and they handle 
them in positive ways!

LOST PROPERTY
Our lost property tubs are overflowing with uniforms, 
casual clothing from Vacation Care and other un-
named miscellaneous items. If your child is missing any 
items, please send them to the front office. A reminder 
to please clearly label your child’s name on all uniform 

pieces. 
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44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
WORSHIP @ ST PAUL
Please feel welcome to join us for Sunday Worship at 8:30am Traditional 
and 10:00am Contemporary including Godly Play for Children. The Lord’s 
Supper will be offered at the 10:00 am service. Please note that some 
restrictions are still in place,  masks must be worn where possible. For 
more information feel free to contact us by email at office@stpaul-church.
org.au or call us  on 8262 4690. 

PASTY BAKE
The ladies of St Paul Church bake pasties as a fundraiser for various 
ministries of St Paul. Our next bake is Thursday 19th August. Please ring 
or text; Renate on 8260 5758/0405 433 030 by Wednesday 18th August. 
If you would like an order- a tray of 6 is STILL $14- with payment received 
on collection. Pasties can be collected from the kitchen in the hall on 
Thursday.

SPY
Our next SPY is on Friday 20th August. 7-9pm in the Hall. Cost $2. Boys 
please bring something to share for supper. We look forward to seeing you.

STEP UP TO COMMUNION AND DISCIPLE-SHIP (FORMERLY 
‘CONFIRMATION’)
Families are invited to express interest to Pastor Matt or Nicole about 
Step up to Communion (for those in school years 4-6) or Confirmation (for 
those aged around School yrs 8-9), to be renamed ‘Discipleship’ to better 
reflect the purpose. It’s envisaged that Step up to Communion will run over 
four sessions of one hour for four weeks and commence in September. 
Discipleship will most likely run for a year from beginning Term 4 2021, with 
most sessions to go for 1hr 15 minutes each week during term time. Days 
and times to be discussed with participants and their families. 

Each group will start with a short information and discussion session for 
families. Please let us know by 25th August if your young people would like 
to be involved by dropping an email to matt.bishop@lca.org.au or cyhm@
stpaul-church.org.au (Nicole). Questions welcome.

BREATHE WOMEN’S RETREAT AT OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH
On Saturday 28th August, Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Aberfoyle Pk are 
hosting an all-day retreat for women called BREATHE. This is an opportunity 
for women of all ages to be refreshed by our loving God and to breathe 
in deeply all He offers you. You will need to book ASAP, as numbers are 
strictly limited.  If possible book and pay online at. Cost is $60. https://www.
eventbrite.com.au/e/159949363853  For more info please contact Our 
Saviour on 8270 4466.


